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NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Aethaenunm for April 24 contains the following note: "A curious 
question is raised by Dr. P. Baroux and Dr. L. Sergeant in an article in 
the Revue Scientifique on the 10th instant on ' The Influence of the Soil 
on the Face and Character.' One of the authors practises medicine in 
Flanders, the other in Picardy, and their observations are drawn entirely 
from these two countries, which, although neighbors, have an entirely 
different geological formation, Flanders being as flat as Picardy is hilly. 
These differences show themselves, according to the authors, in variations 
in the shape of the nose and cheeks, the hair, and the ears; and they are 
exhibited not only in the human race, but also in the dogs, horses, cattle, 
and sheep of the two countries. This is illustrated by many photographs 
which would be more convincing did they not remind one so much of the 
woodcuts in Baptista Porta's 'Magia Naturalis,' by which that ingenious 
author strove to prove that there are men with leonine, bovine, and other 
dispositions, because their faces have the same contour as that of the 
animals which they are supposed to resemble. MM. Baroux and Sergeant, 
however, account for the variations observed, by the theory that the more 
humid air of Flanders, for instance, makes a nose with more widely opened 
nostrils, finer and more abundant hair, and the like, a physiological neces- 
sity. The idea is well worked out, and while the authors' arguments are 
not convincing when they take up the psychological side of their thesis, 
they may be commended as one of the few serious attempts that have been 
made to find a scientific basis for the study of physiognomy." 

PROFESSOR I. WOODBRIDGE RILEY, of Vassar College, delivered the 
annual address before the American Medico-Psychological Association 
at Atlantic City on June 2. The subject was "Mental Healings in 
America." 

AT the recent commencement of Columbia University the degree of 
doctor of letters was conferred on Professor Mary Whiton Calkins, pro- 
fessor of philosophy and psychology in Wellesley College. 

PROFESSOR DICKINSON S. MILLER, of Columbia University, delivered 
the Phi Beta Kappa address at Hobart College. 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY has conferred its doctorate of laws on Dr. 
Borden P. Bowne, professor of philosophy in Boston University. 
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